Subject:  Automatic Instruments for the Weighing of Road Vehicles and the European Commission
The Measuring Instruments Directive has been in operation since 2006.  There are now proposals to add more instrument sectors to the Directive including automatic instruments for the weighing of road vehicles which allow the fully unattended dynamic weigh-in-motion of vehicles at high and low speeds in situations including but not exclusive to the following:  fare and toll systems, traffic detection and monitoring, road safety and guidance, and the screening of vehicles for weight compliance.
Risk & Policy Analysts (RPA) has been asked by the European Commission (DG Enterprise & Industry) to collect more information on these sectors to help with the decision making process. See http://www.rpaltd.co.uk/news-MID2.shtml for a full listing of the sectors of interest.  (If you would like to confirm our credentials please contact the Commission’s Project Manager: Daniel.Hanekuyk@ec.europa.eu) 
We would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions and respond by e-mail to pete.floyd@rpaltd.co.uk or by fax to +44 1508 520758 by 31st July.  

1. What standards and guidance/best practices (national and/or international) are currently applied to instruments for weighing in motion (WIM) in your Member State?
2. Please estimate the number of WIM installations (high and low speed) in your Member State.  Do you expect this number to increase?

3. What are the main uses for WIM in your member state (possible uses listed above)?

4. Do you know of any problems relating to the standard(s) (or to a lack thereof) for the instrument in view of developing technology (in particular a comparison between instruments for the weighing in motion at low and high speeds)?
5. Are you aware of any requests from manufacturers or users (e.g police authorities) for better standards for weigh in motion technology?

6. Do you have any views on whether automatic instruments for weighing road vehicles should be included in the Measuring Instruments Directive (for example clear guidance on the accuracy of instruments where enforcement activities are concerned)? 

Please note that your responses will be treated confidentially and care will be taken to ensure that specific responses cannot be linked to individual companies.  

