Tyre Pressure Gauges
The Measuring Instruments Directive has been in operation since 2006.  There are now proposals to add more instrument sectors to the Directive including instruments found in commercial garages, petrol stations and tyre fitting shops which display the pressure when inflating pneumatic tyres.  

Risk & Policy Analysts (RPA) has been asked by the European Commission (DG Enterprise & Industry) to collect more information on these sectors to help with the decision making process. See http://www.rpaltd.co.uk/news-MID2.shtml for a full listing of the sectors of interest.  (If you would like to confirm our credentials please contact the Commission’s Project Manager: Daniel.Hanekuyk@ec.europa.eu) 
We would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions and respond by e-mail to pete.floyd@rpaltd.co.uk or by fax to +44 1508 520758 by 22nd June.  At the outset, we should note that we are aware that the ‘old approach’ Directive 86/217/EEC relating to the use of mechanical gauges is being considered for repeal – and our focus is on units which can be pre-set with a digital display.  Based on previous work for the Commission, we have estimated that the EU market for these pre-set digital units could be as high as €70m per year.

1. Does your company manufacture/supply any of the following instrument types (for use in commercial garages, petrol stations and tyre fitting shops) which display the pressure when inflating pneumatic tyres:

· mechanical gauges found on pressurised air-delivery (or pneumatic) lines?
· digital gauges found on pressurised air-delivery (or pneumatic) lines?
· units which can be pre-set with a digital display?
2. Please estimate how many instruments (by type) you manufacture/supply per year. 
3. In previous work, we have suggested that gauges can be purchased for under €100 while pre-set units are about €1000.   Do these figures sound about right?

4. Which countries within the European Union are your main markets?
In relation to pre-set units ONLY:
5. What is your market share (by value) in your main markets for pre-set units?  
(for example, 10-20% in Germany and 1-2% in France)

6. Do you refer to any standards when manufacturing/supplying pre-set units?  If so, which standards do you follow?

7. Has the presence of standards caused any problems for you when selling your pres-set units within the European Union?  If so, what countries have you experienced problems in?
8. Do you have any views on whether units which can be pre-set with a digital display should be included in the Measuring Instruments Directive? 

9. Finally, as of 2014, new cars will be provided with a ‘tyre pressure monitoring system’ (TPMS).  Do you think that suitable technologies can be developed to enable the pre-set units and the TPMS to ‘talk’ to each other to ensure that tyres are inflated to the correct pressure?
Please note that your responses will be treated confidentially and care will be taken to ensure that specific responses cannot be linked to individual companies.  

