Subject:  Vehicle Speed Measurement and the European Commission

The Measuring Instruments Directive has been in operation since 2006.  There are now proposals to add more instrument sectors to the Directive including equipment for the measurement of the speed of vehicles defined as:  Equipment (usually radar) which may be fixed or mobile used for the measurement of traffic speed on roads.   
Risk & Policy Analysts (RPA) has been asked by the European Commission (DG Enterprise & Industry) to collect more information on these sectors to help with the decision making process.  See http://www.rpaltd.co.uk/news-MID2.shtml for a full listing of the sectors of interest.  (If you would like to confirm our credentials please contact the Commission’s Project Manager: Daniel.Hanekuyk@ec.europa.eu) 

We would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions and respond by e-mail to pete.floyd@rpaltd.co.uk or by fax to +44 1508 520758 by 31 July 2010:
1. Does your Member State have national standards in relation to equipment for the measurement of the speed of vehicles (for example, radar technology, LIDAR, Average Speed Cameras, Infrared Sensors, Pneumatic Road Tube, Inductive Loop Detector, Piezoelectric Sensors, Magnetic Sensors, Video Image Processor, Infrared Sensors, Ultrasonic Sensors, Passive Acoustic Array Sensors)?  If so, what do these cover (i.e. type approval, periodic verification, etc.)?

2. 
Are you aware of any legal cases (e.g. in relation to vehicles travelling above the specified speed limit) within your Member State where the accuracy of a vehicle speed measuring device (examples provided above) has been called into question?

3. 
If there has been a legal case, did this lead to the revision of the national standards (where these exist)?

4. 
Are you aware of any requests from manufacturers or users (e.g. Police authorities) for European or international standards for vehicle speed measuring equipment?
