Reactive electrical energy meters and the European Commission 

The Measuring Instruments Directive has been in operation since 2006.  There are now proposals to add more instrument sectors to the Directive including reactive electrical energy meters where these are defined as meters to measure the reactive electrical energy utilised by an electricity user (note that standard electricity meters measure 'active electrical energy' only).  The scope of this study includes multi-functional electricity meters where the measurement of consumption of reactive energy is one of the functions offered.
Risk & Policy Analysts (RPA) has been asked by the European Commission (DG Enterprise & Industry) to collect more information on these sectors to help with the decision making process.  See http://www.rpaltd.co.uk/news-MID2.shtml for a full listing of the sectors of interest.  (If you would like to confirm our credentials please contact the Commission’s Project Manager: Daniel.Hanekuyk@ec.europa.eu) 

We would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions and respond by e-mail to pete.floyd@rpaltd.co.uk or by fax to +44 1508 520758 by 21st June  

1)
Do you charge electricity users supplied by your company for the consumption of reactive power? If YES, which types of users are charged (businesses only or all) and how is their consumption of reactive power measured (calculated or metered)?
2)
What types of users most commonly have reactive electricity meters installed (industrial installations, households, etc.)?

3)  Please estimate the proportion of electricity users (by type of user) supplied by your company that have reactive electrical energy meters installed.
4) What national and/or international standards and legal requirements apply to reactive electrical energy meters used by your customers?  
5)
Have you experienced any particular problems with these standards/requirements (or with a lack thereof) which could be addressed by means of improved standardisation?
6)
Do you have any views on whether reactive electrical energy meters should be included in the Measuring Instruments Directive? 

Please note that your responses will be treated confidentially and care will be taken to ensure that specific responses cannot be linked to individual companies.  

