Standard Mass of Grain
The Measuring Instruments Directive has been in operation since 2006.  There are now proposals to add more instrument sectors to the Directive including instruments used to measure the standard mass of grain per storage volume (also known as bulk density and specific weight).
Risk & Policy Analysts (RPA) has been asked by the European Commission (DG Enterprise & Industry) to collect more information on these sectors to help with the decision making process. See http://www.rpaltd.co.uk/news-MID2.shtml for a full listing of the sectors of interest.  (If you would like to confirm our credentials please contact the Commission’s Project Manager: Daniel.Hanekuyk@ec.europa.eu) 
We would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions and respond by e-mail to pete.floyd@rpaltd.co.uk or by fax to +44 1508 520758 by 24th June.  At the outset, we should note that we are aware that the ‘old approach’ Directive 71/347/EEC is being considered for repeal and that, in practice, the Directive has been superseded by ISO 7971 (recently updated as EN-ISO 7971:2009).  

1. Does your company/organisation use any of the following instrument types:

· hopper for manual weighing of prescribed volumes (perhaps with associated weights and a balance) 
· integrated hopper and (electronic) load cell for measuring specific weight only

· integrated analyser for measuring several parameters including specific weight
2. Please estimate how many such instruments (by type) your company/organisation has purchased in the past five years? 
3. Do you refer to any standards when purchasing (or using) integrated analysers for measuring several parameters including specific weight?   If so, which standards do you follow?

4. Will the new EN-ISO 7971 standard cause you any problems?   If yes, please outline the problems.
5. Do you have any views on whether instruments used to measure the standard mass of grain per storage volume should be included in the Measuring Instruments Directive? 

Please note that your responses will be treated confidentially and care will be taken to ensure that specific responses cannot be linked to individual companies/organisations.  

