Alcohol Measurement – Users 

The Measuring Instruments Directive has been in operation since 2006.  There are now proposals to add more instrument sectors to the Directive including instruments for measuring (directly or indirectly) the alcoholic strength of water/ethanol mixtures (including beers, wines and spirits).  

Risk & Policy Analysts (RPA) has been asked by the European Commission (DG Enterprise & Industry) to collect more information on these sectors to help with the decision making process. See http://www.rpaltd.co.uk/news-MID2.shtml for a full listing of the sectors of interest.  (If you would like to confirm our credentials please contact the Commission’s Project Manager: Daniel.Hanekuyk@ec.europa.eu) 
We would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions and respond by e-mail to pete.floyd@rpaltd.co.uk or by fax to +44 1508 520758 by 21st June.  At the outset, we should note that we are aware that the two ‘old approach’ Directives 76/765/EEC and 76/766/EEC relating to the use of glass instruments are being considered for repeal.  We are also aware of other standards including OIML R44 and R22, ISO 4805 and 4801 as well the more recent EU Regulations 2676/90 (and OIV Guidelines) and 2870/2000 which prescribe methods for the analysis of wines and spirits respectively.  
1)  Does your organization/company have an interest in measuring the alcoholic strength of:

· Beer




· Wine

· Spirits

· Other alcoholic drinks

2)  Which of the following methods are approved by your organization/company:

· traditional glass alcohol meters - without a thermometer;

· traditional glass alcohol meters - with a thermometer;

· pycnometer (a flask used to compare weights when empty, when filled with water and when filled with wine distillate) to determine density and, hence, alcoholic strength;

· hydrostatic balance (displacement of water by wine distillate) to determine density and, hence, alcoholic strength;

· electronic densimetry using a frequency oscillator; 

· refractometry (measuring refractive index of light which varies with alcoholic strength); 
· near infra red (NIR) spectroscopy; or
· other (please specify):

3)  Do you refer to any national/international standards when using these methods?  If so, which standards do you follow (for each approved method)?

4)  Has the presence of standards caused any problems for you within the European Union?  If so, what countries have you experienced problems in?
5)  Do you have any views on whether instruments for measuring (directly or indirectly) the alcoholic strength of water/ethanol mixtures (including beers, wines and spirits) should be included in the Measuring Instruments Directive? 

Please note that your responses will be treated confidentially and care will be taken to ensure that specific responses cannot be linked to individual companies.  

